
 “October Marks Crime Prevention Month" 

 Officially recognized as Crime Prevention Month, October is the 
month when the National Crime Prevention Council (NCPC) 

recognizes those who work tirelessly all year to prevent crime and 
highlights new tips and resources for effective crime prevention in the 

future. 

  

Week 4: Workplace Safety and Prevention 

             Throughout the month we have provided proactive tips and solutions on community, 
neighborhood, and personal safety. As we near the end of Crime Prevention Month, we will provide 
information and tips for workplace safety and prevention. Often, individuals overlook the importance 
of workplace crime prevention, focusing primarily on their home and neighborhood safety. But the 
majority of people spend a good portion of their time at work, which means that it is just as crucial to 
use crime prevention skills in the workplace as it is at home and in their neighborhood. In fact, 
according to the FBI, over 80% of active shooter incidents between 2000 and 2013 in the U.S. 
occurred in the workplace. Of the workplace shootings, the majority occurred in businesses, followed 
by schools, government sites, and then healthcare facilities. Whether the place of business is a 
corporate office, a restaurant, a store, an auto repair shop, or healthcare facility, prevention skills 
can make the workday safer for everyone. 

The manager or owner of a company has additional responsibilities, as they must be on the lookout 
for vandalism, shoplifting, fraud, and other criminal activity. Additionally, employers must ensure their 
employees are safe—not only from unauthorized “visitors” or customers but also, from each other. 
This means employers must be cautious when hiring, verifying references, and running background 
checks on employees when necessary. Additionally, it is important for every company, regardless of 
size, should have an effective and well-practiced emergency plan in place. 

The NCPC offers a basic list of things that individuals can do to stay safe while at work. Keeping all 
valuables locked and stored away to prevent theft, always checking the identity of strangers in the 
workplace, and reporting any suspicious activity to management are just a few ways to prevent 
crime. Also, keeping adequate emergency supply kits on hand with water, nonperishable food, and a 
first-aid kit is essential. It is important to assess the company’s vulnerability to all kinds of crime, 
ranging from burglary to fraud. Following basic crime prevention principles, and working alongside 
local law enforcement to protect your business are effective ways to be actively involved in 
preventing crime. 

Many workplaces have started to implement comprehensive safety prevention and protocol within 
their companies. Employers can conduct safety and security audits, practice active shooter 
emergency drills, implement workplace violence emergency protocols, and train employees on how 
to respond to incidents of violence. While these measures can ensure that employees will be 
prepared for an emergency, it fails to adequately protect them and give them peace of mind. 

In addition to our collection of briefcases and backpacks, we offer workplace safety solutions to keep 
you prepared and protected with that extra peace of mind. Our NIJ IIIA Safety Seat is one of the top-
rated workplace safety solution products at BulletBlocker. It is a discrete, anti-ballistic shield 
disguised as a seat cushion. It is ideal for teachers, doctors, lawyers, or other individuals who desire 
their own personal safety barrier readily available in case of an emergency. It is made with the latest 
DuPont Kevlar technologies, which means that the panel is lightweight, covert, and reliable. The 
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open cell foam cushion promotes comfort, and the non-slip straps that keep the seat in place double 
as handles if the anti-ballistic safety shield is needed.  
            As violence in healthcare facilities continues to rise, it is necessary to say protected. We offer 
a Medical Lab Coat, ideal for men and women in the medical, pharmaceutical, or consultation field 
who desire a layer of lightweight and discrete anti-ballistic protection. The coat is armored with a 
concealed NIJ IIIA bullet-resistant liner for optimal safety while on-the-job. The coat’s durable fabric 
has antimicrobial agents embedded to prevent microbial growth and provides an exterior fluid 
barrier. 

We also offer a Defender Notebook Folio, which is a zippered portfolio perfect for any workplace 
professional that desires an extra layer of bulletproof protection that is both practical and stylish. 
Using the latest DuPont Kevlar technologies, the zippered folio provides the same NIJ IIIA protection 
found in all our products, adding less than a pound in weight for ballistics. The anti-ballistic panel is 
sewn discreetly into the genuine leather folio so you never have to worry about compromising 
comfort or concealability. The lightweight bulletproof notebook is ideal for anyone who wishes to 
effortlessly enhance their safety each day at school or work. 

As the end of another National Crime Prevention Month approaches, stay safe and be prepared. The 
best way to prepare for any emergency is to be informed, stay up to date on training, and be 
equipped with adequate supplies and resources in your household, workplace, community, and 
neighborhood. Being proactive in crime prevention could save your life! 

Week Three: Personal Safety 

As we near the halfway point through October, we will now move towards a more focused approach 
through the final weeks of Crime Prevention Month. The previous themes took a broader perspective 
towards prevention strategies by focusing on community and neighborhood safety. This week’s 
theme is personal safety. While the incidence of personal violence has dropped to its lowest level in 
almost three decades, it is still vital to be proactive in personal prevention strategies. No one wants 
to be another unfortunate victim of assault, robbery, or other acts of violence, so it is necessary to 
stay protected and prepared in your personal safety while at home, work, school, traveling, and on 
the go. 

The National Crime Prevention Council (NCPC) provided a list of effective strategies to help protect 
yourself from crime. When out, they recommend only carrying the cash you’ll need on that particular 
day, and walking with a friend if it is late or dark. They advise to park your car in well-lit parking lots 
with good visibility and close access to walkways, stores, and other people. They stress the 
importance of locking your car and house, regardless of the time you will be away. 

Taking a local self-defense training course or a safety and prevention course is another inexpensive 
way to keep your knowledge on crime prevention up to date and relevant. Many local law 
enforcement agencies offer these classes to the general public at a low cost. In addition, the NCPC 
now offers a university community training class to help ensure the safety and security of 
administrators, faculty, and students on college campuses. The new curriculum also includes units 
on emergency preparedness and threat assessment. Institutions can incorporate this training and 
host an event sponsored by the NCPC by contacting them online for more information. 

While prevention tactics and strategies are helpful, they are unfortunately not always enough. No 
one can predict when a criminal event will take place, to what extent its severity will be, or how 
quickly external help will be available. This is where proactive protection strategies come in. At 
BulletBlocker, we offer a variety of products to keep you safe and protected from criminal events and 
emergencies. Our products allow you to take charge of your personal safety, and fill in the gaps 
where prevention strategies fall short. 

As we move into the colder fall months, our Fortress Fleece Vest is the perfect option for those 
looking for a product with optimal insulation and comfort. These are conveniently available in both 

http://bulletblocker.com/value-drug-bullet-proof-pharmacist-lab-coat.html
http://bulletblocker.com/bullet-proof-notebook-folio-shield.html
http://bulletblocker.com/bulletblocker-nij-iiia-bulletproof-fleece-vest.html


men and women’s sizes, with four color options to choose from. They are always customized to fit 
your unique measurements for maximum concealability. The vest includes two interior gun pockets 
with an internal strap to hold down the barrel or slide. Whether you are a hunter, hiker, commuter, or 
student, the Fortress Fleece is very versatile and perfect for anyone who desires lightweight anti-
ballistic protection. 

We offer many bulletproof bags for those on the go.  Our NIJ IIIA Gym-Duffel Gear Bag will provide 
the most active individual safety, while being discreet enough to keep it by your side at work, at the 
gym, or while traveling. This is our largest carry-all that is the perfect option for those looking for a 
versatile, inexpensive, full-size bag to fit all of their supplies. This lightweight bag weights only 
around 3 pounds, and is airport security and metal detector friendly. 

Our Leather Laptop Tote is a great product for women looking for extra protection in their personal 
safety prevention strategies. It has ample storage space, multiple zippered compartments, and a 
padded computer sleeve, still weighing in under four pounds. Its elegant and antique hardware 
makes it a stylish and classic tote designed to keep you organized and safe. 

Being proactive in your personal safety is just as important as implementing prevention strategies 
within your neighborhood and community. Personal safety starts with you! This week, consider 
taking steps to prepare and protect yourself at school, work, and on the go. 

Week Two: Neighborhood and Home Safety 

Last week’s theme of community engagement offered a broad approach to crime prevention, by 
involving all community members, working alongside law enforcement officers, and participating in 
applicable training courses. Week two of Crime Prevention Month offers a smaller scale perspective 
by focusing specifically on neighborhood and home safety. 

            In these times of economic and social distress, the threat of rising crime in communities has 
been cause for concern. With law enforcement agencies cutting costs nationwide, it is not always a 
guarantee that help will be there immediately in the event of criminal activity. This is why it is 
important now more than ever for community members to come together. Fortunately, there are 
steps you can take to help protect your home and surrounding neighborhood from crime. 
Neighborhood Watch is one of the oldest and most effective crime prevention programs nationwide. 
It works by bringing neighborhood members together to work with law enforcement and make the 
community a safer place to live. Working alongside the local police or sheriff’s office is necessary to 
receive relevant information and training. Coordinating regular meetings allows residents to get to 
know each other and plan out effective program strategies and activities. Another way to bring 
community members together is to sponsor a crime and drug prevention fair in a central 
neighborhood area, such as a church hall, community center, or shopping mall. The goal of 
Neighborhood Watch is to supplement law enforcement officers by reporting suspicious activity in 
order to better prevent crime. 

The Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design Training Program, otherwise known as 
CPTED, is a multi-disciplinary approach to deterring criminal behavior. Its goal is to prevent crime by 
designing an environment that positively influences individual behavior. The design is based on four 
main themes: natural access control, natural surveillance, territoriality, and maintenance.  CPTED 
training courses are offered within local communities and schools, and are an effective way to 
implement prevention practices within your local community and neighborhood.   

The best way to prevent crime within your own home is to invest in durable door and window locks, 
or even a standard security alarm system. High-quality locks help to prevent burglary from occurring, 
and are a key element of a homeowner’s prevention strategy. Consider all of the entrances to your 
home such as patio or garden doors, storage and basement doors, and garage doors. It is important 
to secure all of these doors as appropriate, as a burglar can easily identify the least secure door on 
the property and will often use it to gain entrance. In addition to investing in a security system, the 
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Nation Crime Prevention Council (NCPC) also recommends that homeowners use appropriate 
lighting to illuminate home entrances and walkways. 

Our NIJ IIIA Bulletproof “Built-for-you” Backpack Panel inserts are an inexpensive and discrete 
option to keep the whole neighborhood prepared. The Built-for-you option allows you to purchase an 
anti-ballistic panel that is custom-made to fit your backpack. It is an inexpensive way to make your 
pre-owned bags bulletproof, as it can easily fit into your backpack, tactical bag, gym bag, or 
briefcase. Its versatility makes it ideal for every member of the community. Using the make and 
model of your existing pack, we customize our NIJ IIIA panel to correspond with your bag’s unique 
dimensions. This is ideal for commuters and students who already have a favorite pack but desire an 
extra layer of protection. The ¼ inch semi-flexible “bulletproof” panel is made with the latest DuPont 
Kevlar technologies, which means that it is high-quality, durable, and lightweight. Community 
members can feel confident and safe whether at school or on the go without ever compromising 
comfort or concealability. 

For individuals looking for more than just a panel insert, we offer a variety NIJ IIIA bulletproof 
backpacks, with options starting at just $210.  “My Child’s Pack” is BulletBlocker’s smallest bag 
designed for young children, made with the same lightweight, semi-flexible ballistic panel used in all 
our products. Its ergonomically designed shoulder straps and padded back panel provide all-day 
support and comfort, while its multi-compartment design offer ample storage space. For commuters 
or college students looking for a larger backpack, The Everyday Backpack is a great option. Its anti-
ballistic panel only weighs 20 ounces—about the same as a water bottle! Its lightweight design will 
ensure concealability and comfort without compromising on safety. 

            As we enter the second week of October, consider taking the first step in crime prevention by 
uniting your neighborhood community and implementing prevention strategies within your 
household. 

  

Week One: Community Engagement 

In 1984, the National Crime Prevention Council (NCPC) designated October as Crime Prevention 
Month. Every year since then, government agencies, civic groups, schools, businesses, and 
organizations have used this month to educate the public, showcase accomplishments, and explore 
new partnerships. October is the official month for recognizing the importance of crime prevention 
practices, and bringing awareness towards significant matters like victimization, volunteerism, and 
community safety. In honor of Crime Prevention Month, BulletBlocker will be releasing a 
comprehensive guide each week in October with relevant information and insight into pressing 
issues in crime prevention. Now is the best time of year to discover new strategies, safety and 
prevention tips, and safety recommendations for your home, workplace, and community. Be sure to 
check back each week for a new theme! 

Engaging community members in local safety efforts and working alongside law enforcement officers 
to identify relevant issues is an effective way to work towards achieving community goals. Many 
cities offer hands-on training courses that teach strategies for keeping communities safe from crime 
and prepared for any emergency. These are an inexpensive way to enhance your skills and be 
better equipped for the future. Organizing and participating in monthly community meetings is 
another great way to ensure all members are working together toward common goals. This way 
individuals can discuss relevant issues, make decisions on how to address them, and formulate a 
plan of action in the unfortunate event of a crime.  While law enforcement is effective, their services 
can be unpredictable and untimely in the event of an emergency. This is why it is so important to 
ensure your community is proactive in its protection and prevention methods.  

At BulletBlocker, we offer a variety of products ideal for all members of your community. Our 
signature bulletproof vests are an easy and discrete way to be prepared for any crime or disaster 
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that may strike when help is not readily or immediately available. The Gabriel is a ballistic base layer 
compression vest that meets level NIJ IIIA standards while still maintaining a lightweight design. Its 
anti-microbial fabric technology will keep you cool and dry, and its anti-abrasion properties will 
lessen the risk of injury. These bulletproof vests are a great option for individuals who are looking for 
a discrete way to stay protected, as they can easily be worn under clothing and remain undetected. 
The Gabriel is a great option for all members of your community, as it is affordable, comfortable, and 
offers a wide range of size options.  

Our NIJ IIIA Bulletproof backpack panel inserts are another inexpensive and discrete option to keep 
the whole community prepared. The panels are conveniently lightweight at less than two pounds 
each, and come in different sizes that can be individualized to different backpack dimensions. The 
panels are flexible, safe, and durable, making it a great option for those on the go. They are an 
inexpensive way to make your pre-owned bags bulletproof—it can easily fit into your backpack, 
tactical bag, gym bag, or briefcase. Its versatility makes it ideal for every member of the community. 

            Proactive strategies are vital to overall community preparedness for criminal activity, and its 
ability to withstand and recover from emergencies. The needs of all people can be met when 
communities come together to prepare and stay protected. 
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